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MARGARET RIVER BUSHFIRES — STATE ALERT SYSTEM 

834. Ms M.M. QUIRK to the Minister for Emergency Services:  
I have a supplementary question. The minister did not answer my question about what has been done to look at 
the system since the Perth hills fires complaints; and does he stand by his claim in this place in March 2009 that 
WA leads the nation with this technology?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 
What has the Fire and Emergency Services Authority done to improve the state alert system? FESA continually 
and consistently tries to improve the system that it already has. We can always do better in everything. 
Technology gets better as the weeks, months and years go by. That is what FESA is doing; it continually and 
consistently tries to improve the state alert system to make it better than it was the year before, and it will 
continue to do that. Do I maintain my claim that WA was leading the way? We certainly were at the time.  

Ms M.M. Quirk: But not anymore.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: That is the member’s view and she is entitled to her opinion. If she wants to run down — 

Ms M.M. Quirk: You said, “at the time”.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I stand by my claim.  

Mrs M.H. Roberts: That is what you just said.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Who rattled the member’s cage? I am talking to this member here; I am answering her 
question.  

Mrs M.H. Roberts: You are contradicting yourself.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The member should wake up and listen to everything that is being said. I stand by what I 
said at the time. Certainly we will always try to continue to lead the nation in technology and firefighting 
abilities, as we do in other areas. 
 


